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to me by his Prophets 3 Apoſtles 


to pay my Adoration to his Divine 
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Nativity; where that Religish wa 
only Tolecateti and had no 0 Publick 
Samar ies af Learni og te Implant it, 
for Scotland where it was Eſtabliſhed. 
Ia order toithia, I ſettled my ſelf in 
he, Univerſity of Ediaberyh; — Ca- 
225 Df chat K. ogdom, here I rar- 
Hi. loch Tüme, as I Thought ft 
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meceiv'd [ſufficient Experience bf re 
1.carningand Humanlt ty' — that Wiſe 
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: va not vein edougly ey 0 Se 
rative of \my\Life, from Time'T 
left — eg still the time I took 
Me the Office of, >a Ueacher, in 
Way Lahad been otic 
may beobſerved; Thar had I been n-. 
dued with tlioſe Vicious Ine linatioas 
my Enemies v ould deœivethe World 
ſato the Belief of it Mould have been 
:P#obable Tiſhould have given 


other, eſpecially, when I was of an 
Age ckiat is mot liable to Temptati⸗ 
ou, and not Circumſeribed 
ch. fit Bounde of a Regular Ant 
Life, as thoſe in Holy Orders 
bereue s, Tar e WL): tha 
I preſume few: that are rightly ace 
quainted; with them, will give intq 
theilich that their: Compaſſion to- 
veardls/ me upon any Account, has 
hindred their Enquiries! in Relarioſ 
to Male Practices of this Nature; ef- 
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pecially when their Inveteracy of Tem- 


1 Has finge led them into the very 


Privacy 


Vent to them by ſome ſalſe Step ot 
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Privacy of my Family Retirements; 
But to uſe all poſſible Brevity, ſo 
far was J from being charg'd with any 
of the Levities of Youth, or Iadifere- 


tions that uſyally keep Company with 


Men that have made ſmall Advances in 
Age; that I found my ſelf very much 
in the Good Graces of the molt Sober 
amongſt them, when I firſt got into 
my.New Brethrens Acquaintance, and 
both Preachers and Elders thought m 
not unworthy of their Friendſhip an 
Acquaintance. Inſomuch, that after 
a little longer State of Probation, 
wherein I acknowledge with all Gra- 
titude, great Helps from ſeveral Lear- 
ned Men (for how defective ſoeyer 
they are in Principle they are not 
wanting in Underſtanding) I was 
thought worthy of exerciſing the Pa- 
ſtoral Charge, and had my Creden- 
tials for that intent, as may be ſeen 
by the following Certificate. 


* E, whoſe Names are ſub- 


3 ſcribed, the Paſtors of 
Churches, and Miniſters of the Holy 
* Golpel, do certifie all that ſhall 


read this Writing, that William 
Rich- 
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* Richardſon Maſter of the Liberal 
* Arts in the College of Edinburgh, 
* having ſucceſsfully gone through a 
* Courle of Philoſophical Studies, ap- 
* plied Himſelf to us, being well fur- 
niſh'd and recommended by the 
Teſtimonies of Perſons that are Cre- 
dible, concerninghis Learning, Sound- 
* neſs in Doctrine, and Life, conforma- 
© ble to the Rule of the Goſpel. And 
© after having given ſeveral Proofs of 
his Aptneſs to Teach, and the Ex- 
© erciſe of his Gift in Preaching to the 
© Edification of the Hearers, was ſo— 
© lemnly called to the Office of a 
* Paſtor, and this Day, with Prayers, 


© Faſting, and laying on of Hands, 
was ſet apart to the aforeſaid Office 
of a Paſtor, and regularly ordained | 
a Miniſter, whom we have Autho- | 
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rized to reach the Holy Scriptures 
in the Publick Aſſembly of Chri- 
ſtians, to Adminiſter the Sacra- 


A 


ments of the Goſpel, and exerciſe | 


© Church Diſcipline (according to the 


© Order of the Reformed Churches, 
© and the Form of our Government.) a 
* Laſtly, we have given him theRighc 
Hand of Fellowſhip: Therefore we 


e hears | 
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* heartily recommend Him to all 
* Paſtors of Churches, and the Faith- 
* ful in Chriſt as a lawful Miniſter of 
* the Word of God, and with fervent 
* Supplications, . implore an abundant 
* Bleſſing from the Almighty upon 
Him, and his pious Labours in the 
Vineyard of Chriſt his Lord and 
s Maſter. es 


| Daniel Williams. 


* 47 | Daniel Wilcocks. 

ted the 19th | 

of December John Evans, 

1709. 4 William Loremer. 
Robert Billis, 


As the Perſons abovewritten make 


no fmall Figure amongſt the Diſſen- 
ters, eſpecially the Firſt, whom one 


of the Univerſities of Scotland have di- 
ſtinguiſh'd by a Preſent of a Doctorate 
in Divinity, ſo it is but natural to 
conclude from hence, how invalid 
ſoever I think their Ordination, that 
there is but little Room for my Quon- 
dam Brethren the Diſſenters, to cen- 


ſure my Conduct thus far, tho? I 


muſt always lament it my ſelf, as a 
State of Separation from that Church, 
B 2 | which 


(12) 
which I ſome time after was happily 
admitted into. RN 

To proceed, in Purſuance of the 
Duty 1 had undertaken to diſcharge, 
I ſet my ſelf ſeriouſly at Work, to pive 
my conſtant Attendance upon fuch 
as committed themſelves to my Care, 
in Ailsbury-Chappel near Clerlenwell- 
Green, which I rented for that Pur- 
poſe, and which brought me in ſuch 
Encouragement for the continuance of 
my Labours after the Presbyterian Me- 
thod, that had not higher Motives 
prevailed with me to quit that Com- 
munion, than Temporal Intereſt, I 


had not been ſubjected to the Incon- | 
veniencies and Preſſures which I now ? 
fink under. But it pleaſed God, 
while I was buſied in inſtilling An- 


tinomian Principles into others, to give 
me a right Knowledge of his Law, 
and to make me ſee and embrace the 
Things that belong'd to my Peace. 


The indirect Meaſures that were daily | 
taken againſt the Church of Chriſt, | 
and tlie repeated outcries of tlie Rab- | 
 ſhekas of the Faction, againſt the Su- 
preme Magiſtrate, in giving Vent to + 
the DoQtrines of Reſiſtance ot Princes, 

pur | 
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y put me upon enquiries into the Truth 
and Legality of ſuch Poſitions. Nor 
e did I fail of full Satisfaction in this 
2, Point, from the ſeveral bright Lumi- 
e naries of the Church Eſtabliſh'd, ſuch 
h Jas Biſhop Sanderſon, the Lord Arch- 
e, | biſhopof York, &c. So that being con- 
. vinced of the ill Tendency of ſuch O- 
'- | pinions, not only from the Light of 
h Revelation and Reaſon, but the Pra- 
f © tice of thoſe very Primitive Chriſtians 
> | themſelves, whom the Diſſenters of all 
s I Kinds profeſs themſelves exact and 
.  ſtedfaſt Paterns of; I fell of Courſe 
into other Diſquiſitions, as the Unlaw- 
fulneſs of Separation from that Church, 
which has Chriſt for its Head, who 
„has delegated the Care of it to an un- 
interrupted Succeſſion of Biſhops, &c. 
and the invalidity of Orders that are 
given by Anti-Epiſcopalians, wherein 
I had likewiſe all the Doubt's removed 

that could occur upon theſe Heads. 
Hereupon, after humbling my ſelf 
t, before the Divine Majeſty, for ſo long 
and wilful an Obſtinacy, which I Lid 
been involved in, and imploring the 
Aſſiſtance of his Grace, to go through 
with the Reſolutions I had taken of 
delivering 


C4. 2 
delivering my - ſelf from the Body of 
Sin, which had encompaſſed me round, 
I wean'd my ſelf from all Worldly 
Cares, and Maugre the Solicitations 
ofa begorted Family, choſe rather ro 
Divorce my ſelf from a very plentiful 
Support, from a Mother and Wife, 
whom amidſt all the Injuries. I 
receive on their Account, I ſhall have 
all poſſible Reſpect and Affection for; 
and from all the out ward Enjoy ments 
of this Life, which a Man of any Mo- 
3 Deſires could be Ambitious of; 
ince from that Time forward. I may 
b have emphatically be ſaid to have 
I taken up Chriſts Croſs, and follow'd Him, 
Fi Not that I ſpeat in reſpect of Want : * 
þ For ] have l:arntd in whatſoever State 
4 T am, therewith to be content. I know | 
4 both how to be abaſed, and I know how | 
7 to abound: Every where anda in all 
q Things I am inſtructed, both to be full, 
K and to be Hungry, both to abound, and 
4 to ſuffer Need; But I ſpeak in reſpect 
1 of Caſualtics, infinitely more Afflicting | 
bil all Vexatious,jand of the Wounds, that 
4 I bear in my Reputation, the Tongues 
that Shoot out their Arroms, even bitter 
Words, to the great Diſcomfort of my 


Soul. 
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1 
of Nl. For though I, according to the 
4. Commands of our Bleſſed Lord and 

* Maſter, would have joy'd to leave all 


pl Things to be his Diſciples, yer Thanks 
_ be to God. for the Mercies he was 
ul pleaſed to vouchſafe to them, I was 
e, ot forſaken by ſuch as had thought 


7 {me Worthy of being their Teacher 
and Inſtructor, and over whoſe Souls 


+ the Holy Ghoſt, afterwards by a Regu- 
ts lar Ordination made me a lawful Over- 


er. ä 
75 F Theſe turn'd Proſelytes with me in 
great Numbers, and I had the Satisfa- 
tion not only of bringing over the 
greateſt Part of my former Congrega- 
tion, whereof Thirty Six at one Time 
* Freceiv'd the Benefit of Confirmation 
from the Hands of the Lord Biſhop of 
London, but of increaſing it by the 
Acceſſion of feveral New Hearers, 
ſome of which were Perſons of no 
mean faſhion and Diſtiuction. But 
while I, like the Sower in the Parable 
was ſowing the Word, which brought forth 
7 Increaſe upon good Ground, Thirty Fold, 
Sixty, and a Hundred Fold, Satan, the 
Father of Lies, took upoa Him to 
defeat the Deſign of my Labours, by 
| doing 


(16 ) 
doing the ſame with that of Falſhood;; 
which multiplied itſelf to ſuch a De. 
gree, as almoſt choak'd my Harveſt 
vp. For it was no ſooner made Pub- 
lick, that I was a Convert to the 
eſtabliſh'd Church, but the Zealots, 
whoſe Communion J had left, beſtirr'd 
themſelves ſo virulently, that it re- 
uired no Spirit of Divination to fore- 
that I ſhould be the Mark of 
their Hatred for their Time to come. 
Weather-Cock, Falſe Brother, Apoſtate, 
and Renegade, were the ſoftelt Ap- 
proven I was theaceforward. to go 
y, and a oor Madman, (ſo had their 
Fury blinded my infatuated Adverſa- 
ries) was pick'd up, as a Perſon all to- 
gether equal to ſo cleanly an Office, 
as that of Beſpattering a Clergyman, 
with the blackeſt Abſurdities and 
Accuſations. Not but I was even en- 
debted to their Malice, and might be 
{aid to enjoy the very Effets of it, for 
the Stories were ſo ill told, that they 
came not ſo much as to a bare Probabi- 
lity, and the ſubject Matter of them, 
was ſo indifferently handled, eſpe- 
cially, what relates to my concerns 
with my Mother-in-Law, and poor 1 
be 
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geluded Wife, that the leaſt Applica- 
tion to my Neighbours at Lamberh, 
will inſtantly ſhew what a ſorry Tool 
of a Slanderer, that wretched Scrib- 
lers is, and how deſtitute of Politicks 
as well as Chriſtianity thoſe are, that 
employ Him. I woul1 not be thought 
here to ſuſpect the Reverend Graduate, 
to whom that wild Pamphlet is In- 
ſcrib'd, of giving any Encouragement 
to it; or givea Handle to theleaſt Sur- 
mile, that I mean any of thoſe Learn- 
ed Gentlemen, who ſubferibed their 
Names to the Certificate, which I have 
given the Words of) by thoſe that em- 
ploy Him) becaulc it is next to an Im- 
poſſibility, chat Men of ſuch bright 
Y Vaderiiandiags ſhould fo very toon 
F forget the Character they there give of 
me, or Perſons of ſo tenacious Memo- 
ries and unerring Judgments, in ſo 
ſhore a Time depart from their for- 
mer Aſſertions, nay even forfeit the 
Opinion that is had of themſelves, ' by 
not abiding by whar they gave con- 
3 ccrning me. | 3 

be this, as the World; or they are 
plras'd ro have it, How weak ſoever 
che Scheme was, and how ſhallow the 
| C Toun- 


that acted contrary to their Ordinan- W/ 
ces, after they, had not only made 

Her break Her conjugal Vow, (Which 
I beg of that Omnipotent Being, in 
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Foundation of the whole Contrivance, 
Succeſs was not wanting to Stamp a 
ſort of Authority upon it, and this 
enervated Inſtrument of Scandal, that 
like Old Priam's Telam imbelle fine Ita 
made no Impreſſion upon me, had its 


Ends upon others, and made way 


for a more dangerous Attempr againtt 
me. Fling Dirt enovgh, ſays the Adage, 
and ſome will Stick; this was verify'd in 
other Attempts againſt me: For after 
my Enemies had withdrawn my Wife 
from me, by the Means of their 
Teachers, who inform'd Her, that it 
was unlawful to Cohabit with a Man 


whole Preſcace it was made to for- 


give Her,) but Work'd up Her Mo- 
ther to ſuch a Pitch of Hatred, as to 
make her Study all Manner of Me- 
thods to undo me; In a Word, after 
they had. loaded me with the Sin of 


Drunkenneſs, which never took Air, 
or was ſo much as heard of, while [ # 
continued among them; and charged 
me with Debts that were all together 


un- 


619) 
nknown to me, the grand Deceiver 
of Mankind, put it into their Heads, 
o try another Stratagem, and accuſe 
ne of a Crime, which I a little dream'd 
f being called in Queſtion for, The 
Sin of Uncleanneſs, tor which the very 
(bjetts came together againſt me unama- 
es, making Mouths at Me, and ceaſed not. 
How they perpetrated this unpre- 
edented Act of Villany, was publick- 
y proclaim'd in every Street by their 
miſſaries, who put me in Print, that 
ebuſie Mockers guaſh at me with their 
eth; Aud how thoſe Falihoods were 
ceived, is but Natorious. Now 
hen I think thereupon, I pour out my 
Heart by my ſelf , for I went with the 
h Maltitude, aud I brought them forth 


in t the Houſe of God; When | reflect 


Fithia my ſelf, who they are, that 
ave done me this great Miſchief, I 
annot but ſay with the Pſalmiſt; It 
not an open Enemy that hath done me 
is Diſhozour, for then I could have 
pra it: Neither was it mine Adaverſary, 
Wit did Magnifie himſelf againſt me, 
r then, Paradventure | would have hid 
elf from Him; But it was even 
on my Companion, my Guide, and 
ine on. familiar Friend; We took 
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ſweet Counſel together, and wall'd in the 
Houſe of God as Friends; "The very 
Perſon who had invited me to Bed and 
Board, there to have Lodging and 
Diet for ſome time Gratis, till I was in a 
Capacity of providing better for my ſelf, 

The Matter of Fact tuns thus. One 
Mr. Lan a Saleſman in Smithfield- 
Market, that had been a Contribu- 
tor rowards my Support from my firſt 
Conformity to the Church, ſeeming 
to take pitty of my Misfortune, in 
being ſeperated from the Reſt of my 
Family, made an Offer to me upon 
the Conditions juſt mention“, but 
with this Proviſo, that his Wife wag 
to know nothing of it, which I rea 
dily cloſed with, and thankfull:? 
accepted. But IJ had not been long up 
f on theſe Terms, before ſhe was ap 
70 priz d of them, which made her endea 
# vour to give me all the Uncalinels im: 
i . ginable in order to get rid of me, an 


— 
* — 


* Y w— = 
_ A ” 23 5 
— EK . K dee 
— —*X ES als as ner. 


continue in that very Diſpoſition, th 
without any other effect, than th 
[ | Tryal of my Patience, till 'the Strat 
Pl gem about the Woman of ill Fant 
"gg actually diſlodged me. It hapocn 
my after this Manner, on Satarday Nigl 
between the Fificenth or S1x/eenth 


2 


1 


41 L heard an Uproar in the Houſe, 


za Woman that was got into it, 


and laid to come don from my Cham- 


ber. The Woman it ſeems was ſent 
to Bridewell that Night, and the next 
Mor tung carried before Jultice Fuller, 
where ihe ſaid, according to what had 
been before concerted, that I had 
brought ber into the Houſe, been a- 
Gually in Bed wich Her, given Her 
Money, Cc. with abundance of other 
Paſlages, unw orthy the Notice of Chaſt 
Ears. Next Morning being Senday, I 
went likewiſe ro Mr. Fuller, at the 
Deſire of Mr. Lan; who laid, if you 
will go with us (meaning his Wife, 
Maid, Cc.) we ſhall believe you Inno- 


cent, and there Mrs. Cofias the Mi- 


ſtreſs of the Houſe, for | was but a 
Lodgers Lodger, El:anor Kirk, and the 
others appcar'd againlt me, in order, 
if poſſible to render me Criminal. 
The moſt material Part of which 
was, that a Frenchman had given them 
Notice, that | had carried a Leud 


Perſon into the Houſe, and that they 


found the Woman in it, in an un- 


drels'd Poſture; to which they added 


their Queſtions, with her Anſwers, 


which were equally Offenſive to Good 
Man- 


; (22) 
Manners. There is no Room to doubt, 
but I was ſurprized at ſuch an unpa- 
ralell'd piece of Etfrontery, and ex 
ſtulated with my Accuſers on this 
caſion, but is ſignified nothing, their 
Foreheads were too hard for Me, and 
bore me down with a Vehemence of 
VUtrerance, peculiar to People, that 
were relolv'd to make Good their Al- 
ſertions, Right or Wrong: So that I 
put the Iſſue into the Hands of God, 
not doubting, but in his good Time 
he would provide Means to clear up 
my Innocnce. Accordingly, after 1 
had born with all the Invectives that 
could be made uſe of, by an enraged 
Party, and all the Clamours it was 
poſſible, for ſo flagrant an Inſtance 
of Forgery to raiſe, which ended in 
Orders, from my Right Honourable 
and Right Reverend Dioceſan, to for- 
bear exerciſing the Duties of my ſacred 
Function, till I ſhould acquit my ſelf 
of the horrid Impieties that were laid 
to my Charge, it pleaſed God to turn 
the Heart of the vicked Wretch in 
Bridewell, that was {uborn'd againſt 
me, to give me Notice of Her Sorrows 
for whar ſhe had done, and Her de- 
fires to make me what q 
8 £24 ay 


” a LY * 2 — 00000 


„ — ww —— EE ta ad... A. * 


(23) 


lay in her Power. Accordingly ſhe 
was carried up to the Lord Chicf 
Juſtice Pzrker's Chambers in Serjeants- 
In» by her Keeper, where ſhe made 
Oath before his Lordlihip, in the fol- 
lowing Words. 


«© JYLEANOR KIRK, of the 


© | |, Pariſh of St. Briagets, alias 


Brides, Spinſter ; maketh Oath, that 
on or about the Nine in the Evening, 
© the Fifteenth Inſtant, as ſhe this De- 


* ponent was diſcourſing with a cer- 
* tain Man in Newgate-ffreet, and 
* they, ſeeing a Clergy man paſſing by, 
© whole Name this Deponent ſince has 


been given to underitand, is Wiltem 
3*© Ricbard/on. She this Deponent was 
F* prevail'd upon by the berſon afore- 
# © laid, whom ſhe was in Diſcourſe 


* with, by the Promiſe of a certain 
* Rewar:!, to follow the ſaid Clergy- 
man, whiuherlocver he went, as if 


* he had pick'd Her up, he aſſuring 


o follow them at a Diſtance, and 
F © lo to manage the whole Deſign, as 


F © lhould tend ro both their Advanta- 
J c 


ges: And this Deponent further 


faith, ſhe ccoldingly followed the 


« ſaid 


| 
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UW 
laid Mr. Richardſon, till ſuch Time 
as ſhe ſaw Him lift up a Latch of a 
certain outward Door in George's 
Court, and perceiving how caſily 
the ſaid Door was open d; ſhe thisDe- 
ponent ſome little Time after opened 
the ſaid Door, and enter'd into the 
{aid Houſe, and perceiving tiſe faid 
Mr. Richaraſon going by Himlelf 
up Stairs, this Deponent took her 
Opportunity, and ſlip'd up Stairs 
after Him, and — followed the 
laid Mr. Richardſon T wo Pair of 
Stairs, and finding tbe Doors lock'd, 


ſhe waited on the Stairs in Expetta- 
tion of ſeeing what Uſe the Gen- 
tleman with whom ſhe before con · 
verſed with, had, or would make 
of her thus following the ſaid Mr. 
Richardſon into the Houſe aforeſaid: 


And this Deponent further ſaich, 
that in ſome little Time after, the 
Houſe being alarm'd by the afore- 
ſaid Gentleman, and ſhe failing in 
Her Defigns againſt the faid Mr. 


Richardſon, and fearing ſhe ſhould® 
be taken into Cuſtody, as a Perſon! 
having an Intention to Rob the ſai 


_ ſhe this Deponent did there. 


4 pon 


on · 
ake 
Mr.“ 
id: 


ich, 

the 
ore- 
; if 


Mr. 


2uld® 
land! 


re- 
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gd upon endeavour to Eſcape, but Was | 
prevented: And this D-p nent tur- 
© ther ſairh, rhat the better to carry on 


© this coutrivance againſt Mr. RechAd- 


6 ſon, and to make @ Penny of hi 
©didaffirm the faid Mr. Rirhardſoꝶ 
« did pick Her up with Intent to take 
this Dęponent to his Lodgings ; and 
«. this Deponent further Pf, that 
upon this Affirmation. (he was taken 
into Cuſtody, and divers Times ſince 
© rece:ved Money from feveral Per- 
Tons to Her unknown, and particu» 
larly from the Landlord and Land- 
lady of, and others in the ſaid Houſe, 
to encourage Her to perſiſt in what 
ſhe had «ffirmed againit the ſaid 
Mr. Richardſon, but deſigning on- 
ly to make a Penny of Him as atore- 
* ſaid, ſhe makech Oath, that the 
this Deponent was not deſired vor 
encruraged by Mr.. Richardſon, 
follow Him into the Houſe oforefard, 
or to go «þ Stairs, nor was Ihe this 
Depones tin any Chamber, with the 
laid Mr. Richardſun, Gore, Wen 
{he was bro. ht in by the Miſtreſs, and 
o: hers of the ſatd Hoaſe. And ialt- 
y this Deponcut faith, that ſhe 
D this 
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(26) 
this Peponent never did directly nor 
e 


© indirealy know the Name or Perſon 


* of the ſaid Mr. Richardſon, or had 


any Talk or Diſcourſe with him iſ 
© whatſoever, till after the Time of 


© this Deponents being taken as afore- 


* ſaid, and further ſaith not, 
Jurat. 22, Dis The Mark * of 


Aupuſts 17 = 
Coram, Mr, L 
_—_— Elunor Kirk. 


Nothing could be more full and ex- 
preſſive than the foregoing Affidavit, 
but as my Adverſaries were deaf to all} 
Convictions, ſo in ſpight of theſe 
Proofs of my Innocence, and in Oppo- 
ſition to all Chriſtian Practices, they 
not only charged me with ſuborning F 
this Leud Woman, whom they them- 
ſelves had before bribed to accuſe me, 
but by the Force of Money, prevail'd 
with Her, once more to take another 
Oath, by which ſhe retracted all that 
ſhe before ſwore to, in the Preſence 
of the Lord Chief Juſtice. An Argu- 


ment ſufficient of it ſelf, to ſhew, 
what little Credit ought to be given 
to a Cauſe, that ſupports itſelf by the 

mean 


* 
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zcans of a Perſon of ſuch an ill Fame, 
and what hard Fate that Clergyman 
lies under, whoſe Life and Converſa- 
tion muſt be blaſted by, and whoſe 
ſacred Office and Character muſt be 
held in Deriſion, by the Means of a 
Common Proſtitute, that bluſhes not 
to add the Sin of Perjury to her o- 
ther ſcandalous Enva ſions of Juſtice 
ind Honeſty. | 

In the mean Time, while theſe Deeds 
pf Darkneſs were in Agitation, and o- 
hers, who made Poſſeſſions of the great- 
{ Friendſhip to me had worm'd them- 


Wclves into the Poſſeſſion of my Tenure 
n Ailsbury,Chappel, which brought me 
An a very comfortable Subſiſtence, I 


as reduced to the lat Extremity, 


| hrough the Unreafonableneſs of ſome 
Feal Creditors, and ſome pretended, 


'ho made uſe of my very Exigencies, 
xs ſo many Motives to demand Money 
df me. Amongſt the latter, my Land- 
ord, had charg'd me with the Diet 
and Lodging, which he had promis'd 


J maintain me in for a much longer 
Time, than I ſtay'd with Him, for I 
Fook my leave of Him, and the Houſe 
he liv'd in, the Moment I found Him 


"WM to 
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to be the Man he appkars to be. But 
my Lord of Londen, gut of regard 110 
my Syftcrings, and che Difffcuſties | 
Jlabuur'd. under, was pleas'd to fix z 
Day, both for me and my Accuſers 
to appear before Him, at which U ime 
it was given out hy the Faction, tlie 
French Man would be at the Pallace 
of Fulham, the; Elace appointed fo 
that i urpoſe, and be confronted. witl 
me Face to Face, It was my 
.defire, that the Strumpet might have 
been broyght thither allo, but Care 
Was taken to keep: Her from Sight 
leaſt; ſhe ſbould make a further Dity 
coverys, how ſhe bad been tamper's 
with; Neither was any ſuch Perſot 
as the Fs enc h. Man to be there, becauſe 
it was their Buſiheſs, either to put ot 
the Hearing of the Cauſe to a longe, 
Day, or -keep the Matter in Diſpute] 
hielt weuld ſtill remain Dubious, by 

the. Means of that Non Entities no 
appearing, from being fully clear'd up 
But inſtcad of that imaginary Being; 
they brought Perſons that were very 
tar from being Phantoſms, for Writy 
were iſſued cut againſt me, and ont 
X MN. 
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M. --y a Bail f was brought from his 
Houle in Drarz-Lane, with his Afſiits 
ants, to hinder me from making my 
Defence, ſo unable were they to make 
out the Articles againſt mes, and. ſo 
ſenſible of their Inſfficiency upon 
that Head. Tho his Lordſhip" upon 
my Application to Him, trom my 
Quarters at the Queen's- Arms, where 
I was preparing my ſelf to attend. Hun; 
was ſo condeſcending as to render that 
Plot Abortive, by ſending, Mr. Keys 
to the Officer, to acquaint Him, that 
I was to have fice Ingreſs and Regreſs 
upon the Account I came thither, and 
was not to be moluſted at any ones Pe- 
ril: Upon which I had the Liberty to 
Vind cate my fe:t before that truly 
Apaſtolieal Biſhop, who after a full 
Hearing of what was Alledg'd for and 
againlt me, wherein the Inveteracy 
ot my Accuſers cilplay'd itſelf to the 
Utmoſt, as well as my Innocence, was 
picas'd to determine in my Pavour, as 
may be ſeen by the following Letter, 
directed to Mr. Charlton, Chaplain 
to Her Grace the Dutcheſs of Or- 
mond, by Dr. GOUCH my _ 
| 0 


(iy) 
of LONDO Ns Choplain, who was 
then preſent. 


S$1R, 


R. Richardſons Cauſe was this 
Day heard before my Lord of 
London, and it appears to me, from 
the Beginning to the End, to be a 
wicked and malicious Contrivance to 
Blacken and Ruine an Innocent Men : 
He deſires that I would fignifie thus 
much to you, under my Hand, which I 
very readily comply with, and am, 


SIR, 
Tour ol. Humble Servant, 
Thomas Gooch, 


This is à traue Coppy of the Letter ſent 
to me by Dr. Gooch, Witneſs my 
Hand. this 5th of September, 1712. 
William Charlton. 


Put 
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But if the Teſtimonial of fo Good; 
Reverend and Learned a Man as the 
Doctor, is not enough to convince the 
orld, how I have been dealt by, 
I ſhall beg leave to make uſe of the 
Vords of a much greater Perſonage, 
my Judge and Maſter, who upon my 
Humble Application to Him for a Re- 
ommendatory Letter to Lieutenant 
eneral-ECKLIN, did me the 
Honour to write this in my Fa- 
Our, ; 


vas 


SIR. 


Deſire you would prevail with my 
Lord Treaſurer, to recommend 
the Bearer hereof Mr. Richardſon, to 
Her Majeſty as a proper Object of Her 
Charity: He has been violently per- 
Wiccuted and aſpers'd, chiefly for his 
Conformity to the Church, by Per- 
Iſoas diſaffected to Her Majeſty, and 
has been put co great Charges, and 
8 brought 
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brought into great Streights, by 
neceffary Defence of Himfeli;: If 


— 


— 
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5 J am, 
il 
ft + Tour moſt Humble Servant, 


H. London. 
hh | \ 
This is a true Copy of my Lord B ſep 
of London's Letter to me. Witneſs 
my Hand this 311t Day of Novem- 


ber. 1712. 


Robert Ecktin. | 


But as fome Particulars of the 
Caule which is ſaid to be heard by 
his Lordſhip, in the Reverend Dutt- 
ors Letter may be thought neccliat y, 
10 I {hall ask the Favour, to declare 
that when the pretended Witnelſes 
2gainſt me, who were but very fe 
in Reſpect of thoſe that appcar'd for 


nc 
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Yy ms, who were Numerous, were in- 
Merrogated what ſort of Man the 
renth-Man was, that was ſo mate- 
rial an Evidence, and whom they 
would have compalſs'd Sea and Land, 
to have produced; It was anſwer'd 
dy one that he was a Fair Man, by 
another Black, by a Third Short, by a 
Fourth Tall, &c. So that their very 
ontradictions as to that Point were 
lon. Wufficient to atteſt my Innocence. 
„Not, that other very ſtrong Motives 
ſbeß were wanting to induce my moſt im- 
neſs partial Judge to clear me, ho, not- 
m- Wwithitanding his great Age, and the 
S mportunace Clamours of a Man of E- 
tate and Diſtinction, (tho' the only 
ne of that Quality, that took upon 
Him to be a MANAGER of ſuch 
Nature,) heard that Gentleman de- 
laim againſt Me with extreme Pa- 
ence; and not only Me, but the Do- 
rines of the Church it felt, when 
e and the reſt of my Accuſers had 
entangled themſelves beyond the 
Poſſibility of any Diſengagement. 1 
Hall not here Publiſh che Name -of 
that Perſon, in hopes of his fincere 
| E . Re- 
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Repentance and Acknowledgment be- 
fore God, of the Injury he has done 
me. For, as to my own Part, I not 
only very freely forgive Him, but 
ſhall offer up my daily Prayers for 
Him, in Remembrance of ſome good 
Offices he has done me, and of his 
conſtant Communion with me, be. 
fore this Breach, which I truſt in 
God, I gave no Handle for. Since 1. 
had not only heen the moſt profligate 
Wretch, that was then breathing} 
but the moſt deſtitute of commor 
Senſe, had I been ſo abandon'd to 
depravity of Morals and Reaſon, ag 
to have firſt held Diſcourſe with 
Leud Woman, in the Habit I have! 
the Honour to wear, and at ſo Pub 
lick a Time, when there was a grealf 
concourſe of People going To and Fro 
as there is always at the Hour off 
Nine at Night, and afterwards tc 
have brought her Home to myſſn 
own Lodgings. I appeal ro my Ac; 
cuſers themſelves, whether this is con 
ſiſtent with the Thoughts they once 
had of Me, how eſtrang'd ſoever they 
m:y now be from their former Opi 

nion 
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ion, and whether they did not lay 
eir Scheme was very ill projected 
hat after ſo impracticable a Manner. 
To go on with my Narrative, af- 
er I had purg'd my ſelf before 
y Right Reverend, and Right 
onourable Judge, in ſo Publick 
Manner, and made the Miſts my 
nemies had rais'd to caſt a Damp 
pon my Reputation, p4/s'away as the 
orning Cloud; After my Lord of 
andon had declared me Guiltleſs in 
ull Court, and reſtored me to my 
Wrmer Liberty of Preaching God's 
Word, and Adminiſtring his Holy 
Wacraments; After Malice was defeat- 
N, and my Enemies that wilh'd me 
Neil without a Cauſe, were put to 
Fonfuſion; I had nothing to do, but 
repoſſeſs my ſelf of my former 
harge, which I fome time after did, 
10 not in the ſame Place, which I 
ad been accuſtom'd to perform Di- 
ine Service in. How I came to be 
ilpoſſeſs d of Ailsburj · Chappel, is beſt 
own to thoſe that were concern'd in 
Dy Removal, I wiſh the preſent 
Wcumbent Twice the Advantage 1 
ceiv'd from it, and far greater Suc: 
5k WY E 2 a 
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ceſs in bringing over Proſelytes to 
the Church; tho I cannot fay, that 
I there labour'd in Vain, or that-vain 
were my Hopes of a plentiful Harveſt, 
Yer my Mouth muſt fpeak out of thi 
Abundance” of my Heart, and di. 
charge itſelf of a compla int or two, 
as that I was not ſuffer d to give my 
Attendance, in looking after God 
Vintage with ſuch Affiduity, as I al 
ways thought inſeparable from thi 
High Calling, whereunto we are Calles 
For thoſe that had taken ſo muc 
Pains to load me with Calumny an 
Suppolititious: Crimes, nou made i 
their Endeavour to Burthen me wit 
Debts, and more and more exaſperal 
ted by my Jaſtification, ſought a 
Ways to impriſon me, and by Vi 
tue of ſo doing, to hinder me fro 
performing thoſe. Duties I was del 
gated for the Purſuit of. Among 
others, my! Landlord Mr. Lan 
defiance of his own voluntary a 
naask'd Tavitation was not the me 
backward to Ruine Me, not only 
charging me with a much long 
Time than I liv'd with Him, but 
making to exorbitant Demands up! 
. m 


— 
me, luppoung any Contract to have 
been — that I have been 
brought to the u e ne of 
either configing my ſelf in my Cham: 
ber, or ſuhmittin to, the Bondage 
they have, prepared for me, the firſt 
of. bich Misfortunes 1 have made 

Election. SECS 125 
by theſe Means, I am not only with- 
held from my own juſt Rights, in ha- 
ving ſeveral Thiogs, Which I ſtand 
much in need of, detain'd in other 
Men's Hands, but (what is a much 
greater Afffiction) deprived. of the Be- 
nefit of improving my ſelf by the Con- 
verſation of my, Learned and Pious 
Brethren, from .whoſe Helps I have 
often reap d no Inconſiderable Advan- 
tages, which makes me Cry out upon 
God with Job and lay, He hath Fenced 
4 my Way that I cannot paſs, and he 
Hat h ſer Darkneſs in my Paths. He hath 
put my Brethren far from me, and my Ac- 
quaintance are verily Eſtranged from me. 
My Kznsfolk have Failed, and my famili- 
ar Friends have forgotten Me, Oh! 
that the Divine Majeſty would grant 
me the Exerciſe of that Holy Mans 
Patience, as I have taken the Liberty 
to make uſe of his Words. To 


= T9 
To draw towards a'Conclufion. The 
Miſeries of that Perſon cannot fall ſhore 
of being compleat, who is denyed the 
Common Liberties of Mankind; and 
ow Unhappy that Man's Life muſt 


TIN be, who is encompaſs'd with Terrors 
+0 and Affrights, and for whoſe Deſtrucłi- 
TH on his Enemies Day and Night lay 
1 wait, there are very few but can 
1 Judge However, I have this to Com- 
KA fort my ſelf with, that thoſe that hate 


me, hate me without a Cauſe, and that 


1 I have hitherto exerciſed my ſelf to have 
7 always a Conſcience void "of Offence ta. 
| ii} ward God ana toward Man, yet of my 
fiel I will got Glory bat in mine Infir- 


MW. mities, "being, always ready to take 
3 7 are in Infirmities, in Reproaches, 
4} in Per ſecutians, in Diſtreſſes for Chriſt's 
[ake, for wien I am weak, then I am 
ſtrong. Nor ſhall my Endeavours be 
wanting in the Station wherein God 
has placed me, tho at prefent the Ill 
' poſture of my Affairs will not ſuffer me 
to be mare than Once a Week with 
my Audirory at St. Ann's Lecture, 
wherein for the Inſtruction of ſome 
" well · diſpoſed Chriſtians I am at pre- 
Aj feat lettled, in Oppoſition to ſuch as 
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having the Form of Godlineſs, but lleny- 
ing the Power thereof, creep into Houſes, 
and led Captive filly Women laden with 
Sin, led away with diverſe Laſts. Theſe 
have known my Doctrine, manner of 
Life, Purpoſe, | Faith, Long-ſuſfer ing, 
Charity, Patience, and for the Benefit 
of theſe, am-Tyeady, in the Words of 
the Apoſtle, 20 be offer d up, having re- 
ceiv'd my Charge from Him, to 
Preach the Mord, to be inſtant in Seaſon, 
out of Seaſon. To Reprove, Rebuke, Ex- 
hort, with all Long · Suffering and Dott- 
rine: For the Times are come when ſome 
will not endure ſound Doctrine, but after 
their own Luſts heap to themſelves Tea- 
chers, hauiug Itching Ears. Being re- 
ſolv'd to continue ix the things which I 
have learned and been aſſured of, knowinz 
of whom I have learned them, to be 
watchful zu all Things, to endure A- 
flition:, to do the Work of an Evan- 
geliſt, to make full Proof of my Miniſtry. 
That I may henceforth ſay with the 
ſame Blefled Apoſtle. I have fought 4 


good Fight, I have finiſhed my Courſe, 


I have kept the Faith: And that hence- 


forth there may be laid up for me 4 


Crown of Rig hteouſncſs, which the Lord 
| = 7 


4 
© 9 — - 
— a 


— — 
— == 


(40 | 
the Roghteans. e ide me 4 
that De): 22 — bat ta 
all them alſa that love bis appearing, 
Now unto him, who vnly hath Immaor- 
tality, dwelling in the Light. which 10 
Man can. approach unto, whom no Max 
hath ſeen or can ſee, to Him be Honour 
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and Power everlaſting, Amen. 
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4 Lay R E A DE R. ' I : 


AVING been inform'd fince | 
this was put to the Preſs, that 
an Error is grown Popular, in Rela- 
tion to my-not having receiv'd Holy 
Orders, - otherwiſe than from the 
Hands of the Diſſenting Teachers; and 
that the Lord Biſhop of London, was 
pleas'd to judge thoſe Orders ſufficient 
of themſelves, to entitle me to the 
Exerciſe of the Miniſtry inthe Church 
Eſtabliſhd, I find my ſelf under a 
= . 


6 
4 Y-- Neceſſity of undeceiving ſuck; as have 
4% tb: greedily fad fo Notorious 
& 2 Falfhood; by giving a true Copy of 
„ I that worthy Prelate's Commiſfion to 


ine; to Preach” God's Word, and Ad- 
miniſter the Holy Sacraments, by Vir- 
tue of his Ordination, both in Catia and 
Exgiiſb, as alſo my Letters Teftimonial 
from my Patron the E. of London. de rty: 


ENO RE Preſentium, Nos Hen- 
rica, per miſſione divina Tongs 
Episcopus, Notitm facimus Univerſis, 
uod vicelimo nono die menſis Augaſtz, 
i Mano Domini Mileſimo:Sepringteffims 

Y undecimo in Eceletia Parechiali de Up- 
inter, in Comitatu Eſſex, Nos præfatus 
 F>ricor+Epilcopus ante dictus ſacros 
Irdines, Dei omnipotentis PræſidioCele- 
brantes, Dilectum nobis in Chriſto, Ga- 
Iielnum Ric hardſon, Artium Magiſtrum 


oly N EAinbarg benſem, devita ſua laudabiliac 
the Emorum et Virtutum ſuarumdonis,nobis 
nd ulripliciter comendatum, ac in bona- 
vas rum Literarum Studio et Scientia Eru- 


ent NHitum, ac ſufficicnter intitulatum, et per 
the Nxaminatorem noſtrum Examinatum 
ren et approbatum, in ſacrum Diacona- 


tus Ordinem juxta morem et ritum Ec- 


F cleſiæ 


0 43 3 
cleſiæ Anglicans, in hac parte Salubti 
ter editos et Koene miſimus et pre- 
movimusʒ ipſumqueGulielmamRichard- 
ſon, in Diaconum, Rite et Canonice Or- 
dinavimus tunc et 5 8 In cujus Rei 
Teſtimonium, sigillum noſtrum Epiſco 

pale præſentibus apponi fecimus; Patis 
die et Anno prædictis noſtræque Tran · 
llationis Anno Triceſimo ſexto. 


1 B T Virtue of theſe Prefent Writihgs 

We Henry by Divine Permiſſion; 
' Biſhop of London, mate known to al 
People, That on the Twenty Ninth. Da) 
of Auguſt zz» the Tear of Our Lord} 
1711. We the aforeſaid Henry, the) 
Biſhop abovemention'd,per forming the Of 
fice of Holy Ordination, under the Prot 
tettion of Almighty God, in the Pariſp 
Church of Upminſter in the County c 
Eſſex, have admitted and promoted Our 
Beloved in Chriſt William Richardſon, 
Mafter af, Arts in the Univerſity of E- 
dinburgh, abandantiy recommended to us 
by his commendable Way of Living, and 
the Gifts of Virtue and Good Morals; ani 
throughlx inſtructed in, as well as ſufficis 


ently Intituled by, the Study and Kpon- 
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1 
rage of etters, and alſo Examin d 
4 | of ee by our Examiner for that 
Darpoſe, into Deacons Holy Orders, ac- 
rding to the Manner and Ceremony 
We Charch of England, ſer forth and 
i boleſomely provided for that Purpoſe; And 
eve then and there, as is Cuſtomary, 
ati anonicaly Inveſted the ſaid William 
an-Michardſon with the Office of 4 Deacon. 
Teftimony of which, We have cauſed 
r Epiſcopal Seal to be affixed to theſe Pre- 
; Given the Da) and Tear above men- 
, and in the Tbirt) Sixth Tear of 
hr Tranflation, Ka 


2 


Henry London. 


— 


4 bet 
4 ENORE Preſentium Nos Hepri- 
FA - cas permiſſione Divina London 

piſcopus, notum facimus Univerſis, 

uod die Dominico viciſimo tertio ſci- 

Net die Menſis-Seprembris, Anno Do- 

on, ini Milleſſimo, Septingenteſſimo un- 

', Brſecimo, in Capella intra Palatium No- 

% ufrum de Falham, Midaleſex. Nos pre- 

aniÞtus Flenritut, Epiſcopus antedictus 

4r\Fcros Ordines, Dei Omnipoten- 
preſidio, celehrantes Dilectum 
| F2 Nobis 


( 44) 
Feine . 
a: A iſtram Rulnbung benö- 
De vita-\fua eee 
Src Donis, Nab mukip 
ter Commendatum, & in Bodaru 
Liter rum Studios e Scientia erad\gur 
& ſu jezitar Intitulatum, & per Ex. 
minatqʒem noſttum Examninatum, 4 
Approhatum, in Sacrum Pres/ great 
Ordigem juxra Maree & Rium E 
che een in hac parte ſaluba 
ee editos & proviſos Admiſſimus 
Kroes Ipſumq; in Prey; 
rite & Cancnice Ordinavimus tuuc 
ibidem. In cujus rei Teſtimoniun 
ſigillum noſtrom Epiſcopale preſentib 
appont fecimus, Datis die & Ano pri 
drctis, "Noftrzq;" "Trantflationis Anil 
Triesſimq SextO. , e 
— — aim L al 
gn 3131 MY: olige 
Wo Virtus of yhafe- Breſtnt;.. 
2 „Henry, . Divine Perm iſſibi Þ 
0% of . Tone make — ro all be 
ele, LD, on * Lord's: vis. 1 
23d of Auguſt 171. 2 = afareſa 
Hehry, be Brſbop abov glove. menticn d, -pt 
Fur ming 19 the ( (face: of Holy Ordination 
God Ae bs anc in the Chap 
with 


(3s) 

pit hin nur Palace Fulham, in Mid: 
dleſex, have a ,Ei]nͤind proweted a 
Beloved in C hriſt Willam Richardſon: 
Meſter Arts in 1 i Vai ver ſſey 9 
Edindurgh, abundantlyinegmmen dd td 
tu, M bis commendobie:Way f Libing: 
and ah Gai ts.of Virtus and Goo Morals, 
5 abraugliy Inftruited in, u well: a6 
 Jairerently lot italed y, the Study an 
Kyomleage of: (Good: Letters, and:ialſa 
| teemined and vl by aur Examiner. 
Fier ibat Parpd/e, into the: Order if the 
Erieſt hand, nccording tothe Mannen ant 
Ceremanies of the Church of England, 
ſet ferth; and wholeſamely: provided: for 
that End; and have then and there ar- 
cording to ibe Cuſtomany Farm, and r 
Camps: M t le Church, ordain d the fait 
Wuliam Richardſon into the Office of ia 
Prieſt. In Teſtimam of mhich, we hug 
cauſed our Epi ſcopal Seal to be ai ed 10 
theſe. Preſent. Given ta Day and Tear 
Love mention d, and dn the Thirty: Sixth 
Tear of our Tranſ latin. 
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MNI BUS Chriſti fidelibus ad 
quos hoc preſens Scriptum per- 
venerit, ſive, quos infra Scripta tang 
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(36), 
um ſeu tangere poterint in furvrum: 
U — Comes d Lon- 
— in DomindSem — 
nam Univerſitati veſtræ notum 
lumus & ſignmicamus per 1 
no um nobis in Chriſto 
— Clericum in Arti- 
bus magiſtrum ob ejus Docttinam vi- 
e & morumIntegritatem, quibus no- 
bis ſide digno Teſtimonio commendatur 
in noſtrum Cepbllanum Domeſticum 
& Familia rem juxta vim ſormam, et eſ- 
fecum quorundamstatutorum & jurum 
bujus RegnHiberniæ pro Capellanis Pro- 
cohum:& Maginarum «ſvinondisBdiro, 
rumaſcivimus & Admiſſimus, ut privi- 
legiis & indultis iw eo caſu editis uti gau- 
dere & frui valeut. In Cujus rei Teſtimo · 
nium; Figitlomwoftrum ad Arma pre» 
fentibus apponi mandavimus. Datis a- 
pud Londan, nono die menſis Augeſt 
Anno Regni Domina noſttæ Anne Dei 
Gratia Magna Britania, Franria, & 
Hiberniz, Reginæ, Fidei Beſenſoris, Cx. 
Annoque Domini, 1712. 


London.-Derry. 
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| 6 preſent Writing ſhall 
come, or wham t he umler Written d 
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or may Concern. We the: Right. Ho- 
nourable Robert Earl of London-Der- 
ry. ſend - Greeting. We would have it 
known, and do fignifie to your Univer fl. 
ty theſe preſent, ,, bat We have 
Choſen and Admitted out hein Chri 

William Richardſon, Cr and Maſter 
of Arts, for bar Domeſtic and Ordina- 


ry C aplain, as well in C onftderation of . 


his Learning, as the Integrity of his 
Life, and the Soundneſs of his Morals, 
of which he ſtands recommended to us 
by ſeveral Credit ab/e Teſtimonies, accord» 
ins to the Forte, Form and Efficacy of 
ſeveral Statutes and Laws of the King- 
dom of Ireland, that are ſet forth, for 
the Choice of Chaplains by. the Peers 
and Lords of Parliament, that he may 
enjoy the Privileges and Immunities 
that are allowed. in ſuch-4 Caſe. In 
Witneſs whereof we have commanded 
our Seal, bearing our Coat of Arms, 
to be affixed to theſe Preſent: Gi- 
ven at London, on the Nineteenth 
Day of Auguſt, in the Tenth Tear 
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